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Three very successful Carol Concerts were held in the Chapel in December with Diana
Harris playing the Organ for the Friends’ Carols and the first public Carol Concert which
was very well attended. Our grateful thanks go to Diana for her continued support to
Sackville College and its music.
The third Concert was organised by Glynda Rendell & Jane Clifford, along with friends and
three Clifford Gentlemen, who performed a variety of festive music in a packed Chapel.
Special thanks must go to the Warden’s daughters for providing delicious refreshments at
all 3 carol concerts.
almshouse in the City of London.
If the Weather is kind to us we will try and
Dates for 2013
use the courtyard for the lunch, so please
bring chairs to sit on if you can.

AGM

The Annual General meeting of the
Friends will be held on Friday 3rd May at
7:30pm in the College Common Room.
We hope you will be able to attend

Friends’ Lunch
We will hold a Lunch for Friends on June
8th at Midday. The format will be different
this year and we would ask Friends to
bring food and/or drink to share. The
lunch will be followed by a short talk given
by Caroline Metcalfe comparing Sackville
College with a fifteenth-century company

Please RSVP to the Warden by the end
of May.

SACKVILLE COLLEGE
CONCERT.
Friends will be pleased to learn that we
are having another Autumn Concert on
27th September at 7:30pm. Marion Small
will perform traditional English music with
Bernard Gillbard reading Cornish verse.
Tickets will be £10 (£9 for Friends) and
will include light refreshments

smoothly. Also, the many other tasks
carried out which are too numerous to
name.

News from the Warden
The Snow

Your loyalty and devotion to Sackville
College is very much appreciated; as is
all the help given by the Guides, Helpers
and Friends.

I awakened this morning by the cawing of
the crow family who live in a tree in the
College grounds. I thought, “the cawing
crow does to the snow complain”, (my
apologies to Thomas Gray and his
Elergy). Yes, it was snowing yet again!

Members, Guides and
Helpers

During the previous falls of snow
Stephen, our miracle worker, was out in
the freezing Quadrangle at about 7.30am
each morning sweeping the paths and
salting them. One day, he cleared them
three times due to the blowing snow. A
big “thankyou” to Stephen, much
appreciated.

We are always in need of new Friends so
please pass on details to those who might
be interested in joining.
Graham and Ann Edwards, who run the
Guides & Helpers team are always very
pleased to welcome new people. If you
think you can spare time during the
College opening times to be a guide or
helper, please contact them on 01342
322994

On the Saturday night, it snowed very
heavily, and Sunday morning the drifts in
the South East corner of the Quadrangle
were about two feet deep. Stephen was
out there again, and so this time he was
joined by the G-W back-up team (Rachel,
Alice and me). Alice said, not too
convincingly as she pulled on her gloves,
that it was like a Rupert adventure. The
girls had been brainwashed by Rupert
Bear books at a very early age.

John Mason Neale on
Railways
As we now have the Bluebell Railway at
East Grinstead, it seems appropriate to
include John Mason Neale’s description
of his first experience of a train ride.

Later, over a steaming mug of reviving
tea, I reflected how beautiful the feathery
frost patterns used to be on the window
panes, before the advent of central
heating: Something that John Mason
Neale may have seen as he looked out
towards a snow covered Ashdown Forest,
and penned the words of Good King
Wenceslas.

(Taken from “Doing the Impossible – A
Short Historical Sketch of St Margaret’s
Convent, East Grinstead 1855-1980”)
In a letter to a friend, in 1855, in which
Neale was commenting on the progress
of the Sisterhood, he wrote:
“Here I was interrupted by a message
that an engine was at the station and I
might have a ride to Three Bridges if I
liked. I went down, and we ran over in
12 minutes! Just fancy that! Riding on
an engine is unspeakably delightful!”

Thankyou
I wish to say a very special “thankyou” to
Graham and Ann Edwards, our joint Head
Guides, and Steve and Caroline Metcalfe,
joint Friends’ Secretaries.

Editorial: As the Three Bridges to East
Grinstead Line was opened in 1855 it is
quite possible that John Mason Neale
was invited to ride on the footplate of an
engine..

Thankyou for all that you do throughout
the year to ensure that the visitors’ visits
and the Friends’ organisation run
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Extract from The Gentleman’s Magazine Volume XXX Dec 1848
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Sackville College
Patron

The Earl De La Warr

Trustees

Graham Gaisburgh-Watkyn
The Countess De La Warr
The Rev Canon Clive Everett-Allen

01342 323307

Warden

Graham Gaisburgh-Watkyn

01342 326561

Chaplain

The Rev Canon Clive Everett-Allen

Almoner

Sandra O’Dwyer
(OFFICE)

01342 323414

Head Guides

Ann and Graham Edwards

01342 322994

Friends Secretaries

Steve and Caroline Metcalfe
metcas2@gmail.com

01342 312722

Honorary Organist

Diana Harris

General Miracle Worker

Stephen Pearson

Important Dates For Your Diary
Spring Sunday and Vintage Bus day Sunday 14th April 11:15am – 3:30pm
Friends’ AGM

Friday 3rd May 19:30

May Day

Monday 6th May

College opens to Visitors

Wednesday 12th June 2pm

Friends Lunch

Saturday 8th June 12:00, RSVP to Warden by end of May please

College closes to Visitors

Sunday 15th September

Concert by Marion Small
Friday 28th September 7:30
We hope you enjoy our coming events and look forward to seeing you

Notes
Books
We have a box in the Common Room for second hand books. This seems to be popular with
visitors. We hope to run a bookstall on our open days. If you have any books in good condition that
you would like to donate, please bring them to the College or contact Steve Metcalfe

Communication
If you have received a printed copy of this newsletter and you have email it would save the College
printing and postage costs if you could receive Newsletters and other communications
electronically.
If you are willing to do this please email me, metcas2@gmail.com
If you could put “Sackville College Communication” as the subject it will help me!
Sackville College is now on Twitter as @SackvilleColl and on
Facbook http://www.facebook.com/SackvilleCollege

REGISTERED CHARITY 220488
Website: www.sackvillecollege.com
Email: sackvillecollege@talktalkbusiness.net
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